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Introductions 


During the sunmer of 1949, Ben Stricklan¢ of Montana found a 
number of quartzite artifacts coning out of a bank along th» Clarke River in 
the Thelon Gane Sanctuary. Subsequently he interested officials of Riveredig- res 
Foundation of Calgary in the archazology of the arza. In 1970 the ines 
Thston River Archaszological Project contusted extensive site survey in the 


Thelon Game Sanctuary supported as a Northwest Tzrritorizs Centennial Project 


of tivereige Foundation under the auspices of the University of Calgary. 


Further secu in that year was supplied by the Canatian Fortes 435 Squadron 
from Peeeaian Forces Station Hd:nonton —o airdroppe4 pore erable supplies 
into this remot. region. 

In 1971 the Project was continued with the purpose of site testing 


and excavation. Again they were supported by Riveredge Foundation. In 


(=) 


addition, support was given by the National Museum of Man, Archasology Sivision, 


Ottawa anc Opportunities for Youth. 


The Thelon Game Sanctuary in the east-central Mackenzie and 
bl ee OS Keewatin Districts, Northwest Territories, is a unique area of 
the Central Barren Grounds of Canada. Institut primarily as a preserve 
for muskoxen, it has provided a haven for other arctic flora and fauna, and 
has remain=3 fairly intact fron the onslaught of explorations aimed at the 
sconomic imppovemeant of the North. Archasological sites has thus remained 
‘woth minimal disturdance sincs the time when ancient hunters left them. 

Tn topography is characterized by san? dun~s, Pleistocene beach 


es and typical. tundra vegetation as w27] as boreal forest typs enclaves 


jn the scattered spruce groves along the Thelon River. 
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archazologizal Investigations: 


In June and July 1970 extensive survey of the area was carried 


out’ to assess th: potential of a herztofore archasologically unknown region. 
pee stratified sites were included in the fifty-one sites found in 1970. 
Investigations in this 52ason concentrated on surface collecting from larger 
surface sites using a polar coordinate technique for rapid recording of 
artifacts and their provenience. Almost a ton of artifacts and Ae 
was removed for future natrix ordering or multidimensional scaling using a 
computer. Due,to air transportation costs for removing materials, a number 
of large sites were 12ft undisturbed. 

1971 field research concluded with an inventory of sixty-eight 


sites, incTuting an additional stratified site (KjNb-20). KjNb-3, KjNb-5 


and KjNb-2C were test-pitted; KkNa-§& and KjNb-1.7. were untouched due to distance 


from basecanp: and two, KjNb-6 and KjNo-7 were well-excavated. The remaining 
sites wer2 surficial, containing several thousand artifacts and flaking 
stations (most. collected in 1970). Artifact distributions in sites collected 


surficially by polar coordinate technique in 1970 will be compared by the 


matrix ordering or multidimensional scaling with buried materials from all 
sites excavated in 1971. Such ordering techniques in the main site, KjNb-6, 
both in the seven excavation floors and the large adjoining blowout area 


containing materials from all levels, may yield results in interpreting 


surficial materials from neighbouring sites in an attunpt at deducing discrete 


components, site demography, material complexes, tc. 


Tne three tested sites possesse7? two to three cultural levels, 


whnils sites KjNb-7 and KjNb-S yielded five and seven levels separated by 

placio-lacustrine sands. The preserved humus levels evident in 
all. but the bottonmost level were use? for radiocarbon sampling in atdition 
to vegetation ant coprolite studies. Eleven radiocarbon samples have been 


Aated, chiefly from KiNb-6. About ten more have not been returned from 
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Preliminary observations of 


samples Of K§Nb-6 , KjNb-7 and other locations. 
stratified levels from KjNb-6 an? K3Nb-7 are as follows: 

Level 5, the uppermost leve1 dating about 200 to 300 years ago, 
contains fish-tailed, corner and side-notched projectile points; crute quartzite 
large tabular endscrapers, sandstone and quartzite tei-thos, siltstone an‘ 

a curved ribbonlike awl. A bone awl 
historic Chipewyan. 
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copper objetts, the latter including 
aterial is interpreted a 


Deity Min 


was also found. 


dated at 500 3.P. 1 95 (1-5335) 


fish-tailed points and 


eiuilar to Level" 5, containing 
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np bey" 
Ale 
9 


a 
te.¢ 


OF 


- 


TENE Ws 


yeaa ee 


DATA 


PRELIMINARY 


> 
@ 
< 
z 
z 
a 
o 
& 
a 


x x * 1 
ra SOS rae 


Level 3 should date about 1000 A.2. and was the richest level 
arvifactually. wit jneluded a predominance of large and smal]. bifacial lmives 
of variable workmanship (some are preforms), choppers, hammerstones, bladelike 
flakes and cores, keeled quartzite bifaces, blade.endscrapers and small keeted 
chert endscrapers. artifacts that scarry through Syirayel. h include incipient— 
stemmed, Janceolate and fishtailed points; large and small quartzite cores, 
large and smal] tabular endscrapers, sidescrapers of quartzite and flake 


eniscrapers. 
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they contain few artifactual materials. 
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eniscrap-rs, 


quartzite Lunate knives and endscrapers with 


view) or unifacial knives. 


occupation, 
combination. Black spruce 
indizates the presence of 


1-2 are difficult to separate in 


#3 as identical cultural debris separated by nnly a few years. 
p y i y 


rapers, larg? quartzite keeled sidescraper, larg 


some areas and are inter- 
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and 145C B.P. 2 95 (1-533k) respectively in K3Nb-6, 
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hammerstones, quartzite bifates 


flakes. <arditional artifacts incluje fines 


squars-sided working edge (plan 


Smaller tool inventory may reflect short s 


@ small group of hunters, non-preservation of bons tools, or a 


(Picea mariana) within a thick vegetative mat, 
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The Arctit Small Tool Tradition Variant Level, dated at 890 B.C. 


£ os (1-5975), 940 B.C. # 125 (8-632), and 1210 B.C. + 95 (I-5978), bears 


tlos2 resemblances to Arctic Small Tool Tradition (A.3.T.T.) materials from 


Buchanan, iiznez an? Uminga Sites on Victoria and Banks Islands. Fewer af- 


Patties exist between the Thelon sitss and the A.S.T.T. sites of Noble ani 


Harp in the western Barrenlands. This level represents a distinct break in 


artifactual continuity between the bottommost level, Thelon, and Levels ]-2. 


Tools inclujs tabular, cuboid, and amorphous microcores of chert and quartz, 


with corresponding microblades, angle burins with primary and secondary uni- 


facial and bifacial spalls, chert knives, side-notched knives or scrapers, 


hafted lunate knives, diamond-shaped knives or points with flattened base, 


small copper and chert ulus, small concave-based A.S.T.T. points, burin 


about four inches long with abrupt retouch along both 


santstone pallets and semi-lunar sideblades up to one and a half in 
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In several regions of KiNb—-6 the A-S.T.T. Variant Level is tribanded with 
oOo ow 4 


separations between one half to one inch of sterile sand. Attem 
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Jineating forastation during this octunation is exemplified in a thin vege- 
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tative mat containing an Jarch cone (Larix decidua). 
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Artifacts from KjNb-3 an4 KjNb-5 have not been analyzed but the 
following radiocarbon samples have been dated. The Basal Level of two Levels 
of KjNb-3 dates from 20:3.C. t 129 (S-631). Level 1 , the single component 
Of KiNb-5, is dated at 1175 MoD, t 1.05 (S-630) and may be analogous to Level 
3 of KjNb-6 and KjNb-7. | } 

| The large number of artifactual continuities continuing from 
the Basal Level of KjNb-3 to Level 5 of KiNb-6, the ecological similarities 
exemplified in the plant fossils and the thickness of the vegetative mats, 
and the co-o2currence of th: artifactual assemblages at payecad major water ; 
crossings for caribou suggests the expected conservative nature in the hunting 


patterns involved in Chipewyan cultural evolution. 
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